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Every day, Choichi Terukina practices singing and playing the
three-stringed sanshin with his teacher, Miyazato-Sensei. Choi-
chi wants to become a great musician and share the art of uta-
sanshin with the world beyond his island home. But is that truly
his ikigai—his life’s purpose?

Inspired by the life of Living National Treasure of Japan, Choichi
Terukina, IKIGAL Life’s Purpose is a beautiful tale of determina-
tion for anyone searching for their place in the world.
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immigrated from Okinawa in the early 1900s and remain faceless in literature to this day.
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She is currently the editor of The Hawai‘i Herald, Hawai‘i’s Japanese American Journal.
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Flor Kaneshiro is an Argentinian illustrator. Born in La Plata in 1983, Flor is nikkei, a third generation Uchinaanchu
(Okinawan). She earned her bachelor’s degree in fine arts from the National University of La Plata and studied in traditional
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