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When Senator J.A. Burnside is found dead in his penthouse, the police rule it a suicide. 
However, Detective Arch Williams isn’t convinced, so decides to dig deeper. Mean-
while, Tradd Mashburn, a young attorney, comes across a seemingly run-of-the-mill 
historic preservation lawsuit coupled with an amicus brief so passionately written that 
he must meet its author. Burnside’s death and the lawsuit point to a conspiracy so 
grand and secretive it appears impossible to unravel. Tradd’s and Arch’s respective in-
vestigations bring them together unexpectedly, taking them across Virginia and deep 
into its culture. Together, they grapple with the reverberations of Southern history that 
linger in our modern times and attempt to uncover the truth behind Burnside’s death 
and the apparently benign lawsuit.


