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MY RISKY ROAD FROM FIFTIES REBEL TO FEMINIST CRITIC

NINE
LIVES

a memoir

IN THIS TELL-ALL MEMOIR, a woman in her eighties, born 
during the Great Depression to Jewish immigrants, unveils her intimate self-
transformations in the course of nine decades. Determined from an early age 
to prove herself a free spirit in a male dominated world, the young Kahane 
went on the road, hitch-hiking her way into and out of risky adventures 
and romantic a� airs. But what started out as a “road book” takes a di� erent 
turn when in mid-life, in� uenced by the insights of psychoanalysis and 
feminism, she became a feminist professor, mother, and wife dealing with 
their contradictory demands. Years later, a visit to Auschwitz compelled her to 
confront her own family history of traumatic loss and its e� ects. � e memoir 
ends with a surprising new twist that opens to a hopeful future. In this long 
and hard-earned coming-of-age story, readers will � nd a piece of themselves.


