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An Inside Account of the Jonestown Massacre


Belle Isle Books, an imprint of Brandylane Publishers, Inc., has announced the publication of Before White Night: Rescue from Jonestown, an historical novel that draws from author Joseph Hartmann’s firsthand experiences in Guyana during the Jonestown massacre. 


Before White Night weaves together the harrowing tales of two men in Jonestown during the late 1970’s: Bill Hausman, an American diplomat and John Olsen, a businessman who followed his family to the settlement. Hausman is new to the Guyanese jungle and has scarcely heard of Jonestown until he meets Olsen, a fellow American whose ex-wife and daughter have started attending Jim Jones’ ministries. As rumors about what is occurring inside the settlement grow, a desperate Olsen and Hausman join efforts to get Olsen’s family out of the camp before it is too late. Will they be rescued before Jones’ ghastly White Night finally meets its resolution?

Joseph Hartmann is a Vietnam veteran who spent thirty years in government service before retiring to Blacksburg, Virginia. During the 1970s, he served as a vice consul at the American embassy to Guyana and witnessed events leading up to and following the infamous Jonestown massacre. He is also the co-author of A Live Controversy: The Story of Autism and a Family’s Determination. Before White Night is his first novel.


Belle Isle Books is an imprint of Brandylane Publishers, Inc., an independent press in Richmond, Virginia that has published fiction, nonfiction, and poetry since 1985.
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Before White Night (Paperback, 216 pages, $15.95 retail) is available from fine booksellers, Amazon.com, BN.com, and is available from the publisher at www.belleislebooks.com.

Requests for review copies or an interview with the author should be made to the publisher.
