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Educator Provides Solutions for State of Emergency Facing Young Black Males
At a time when the plight of black Americans, and particularly young black men, is at the forefront of the national discourse, educator Sadiq Ali has added his voice to the discussion. In his new book, Benjamin E. Mays Institute: Educating Young Black Males, recently released by Belle Isle Books of Richmond, Virginia, Ali describes the inception, successes, challenges, and teaching methodologies behind a school designed specifically for young black men. In the process, he provides a blueprint for addressing the state of emergency facing those growing up black and male in America.
As a teacher in Hartford, Connecticut, in 1994, Ali witnessed the profound challenges facing his black male students from impoverished neighborhoods: poor standardized test scores, high dropout and low graduation rates, high rates of unemployment and incarceration, and gang violence.
“There were more black males in Hartford going to prison than being enrolled in college,” Ali says. 
When an eighth-grade student of his was murdered in gang warfare, Ali resolved to provide a positive opportunity for other kids like him. 

“The day following the murder, many of my students ran to me in fear that they were going to lose their lives, too,” Ali recalls. “I realized that something innovative in school needed to be created, something that would raise the boys’ self-esteem, give them integrity and pride, and dissolve their fears and sense of hopelessness.”

Ali established an African-American all-male school program based on the methodologies of existing schools, including Malcolm X, Marcus Garvey, and Paul Robeson academies in Detroit, Michigan, and on the theories of African-centered educational experts such as Dr. Jawanza Kunjufu, Dr. Na’im Akbar, Dr. Asa Hilliard, and Dr. Maulana Karenga, founder of the African values concept Nguzo Saba.
Benjamin E. Mays Institute: Educating Young Black Males is the story of the school Ali founded. The author elucidates details of the school, its talented and committed staff, and its extracurricular programs. He describes the program’s tremendous success as well as the powerful challenges that eventually led to its demise.
Based upon his experience with the Benjamin E. Mays Institute and his continued work as an educator, Ali outlines suggestions for similar programs to nurture strong, honorable, and successful black men in a culture of disadvantage. The book and its insights provide inspiration and guidance for anyone concerned about the future of today’s African-American youth.

Belle Isle Books is an imprint of Brandylane Publishers, Inc., an independent press located in Richmond, Virginia, that has published fiction, non-fiction, and poetry since 1985.
__________________

Benjamin E. Mays Institute: Educating Young Black Males (5.5 x 8.5"; Paperback; $15.95) will be available from fine booksellers in August. It can be ordered online from Amazon and BN.com. It is now available from the publisher at belleislebooks.com. Requests for review copies or an interview with the author should be made to the publisher.
