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ONE LEAF IN TIME

A Memoir

By Sylvia Prince

ne Leaf in Time chronicles the life of Sylvia Churchill Prince, born in Tientsin,
China, where her father was a successful businessman. For the first eight years of
Sylvia’s life, the Churchills enjoyed a life of luxury among a community of foreign
businessmen and dignitaries. The outbreak of the Second World War brought that life to
a sudden stop, as the Churchills were rounded up by Japanese occupiers and transported
to an internment camp in Weihsien. Prince offers a warts-and-all description of camp
life, describing the harsh treatment imposed by Japanese officials but also the resilience
of internees from countries across Europe and North America. As her account reveals, it
was possible to find entertainment, respite, and even joy in an environment where danger

was but one misstep away.

After the war, the Churchills moved to the United States. Prince recounts her experi-
ences as a nursing student at Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston, her marriage to
optometrist James Prince, and her life as a mother of five, working nurse, and resident of
Kilmarnock in Virginia’s Northern Neck. Her experiences expose some of the trials and

joys of raising a family and being a good neighbor in rural America.

About the Author

Sylvia Churchill was born in Tientsin (Tianjin), China, in a prestigious home built by her grandfather, Harry Churchill,

Vice Consul of Foochow. Her father also lived in China and was a businessman. In 1941, the Japanese bombed Pearl

Harbor and rounded up foreign nationals, putting them into concentration camps. Sylvia and her family spent three years
in Weihsien Camp, where they learned first-hand how harsh their Japanese overseers could be. But they also learned what
was important in life and to persevere despite the hardships of Weihsien and repatriation to a new country.

At war’s end, the Churchills sailed to America and settled in Cape Cod. Sylvia attended Massachusetts General
Hospital School of Nursing and married James Rex Prince, after graduating in 1956.They lived in Richmond for three
years, then moved to Kilmarnock, Virginia, where they raised their five children. Sylvia worked as a nurse for Doctor

Broaddus Gravatt and at Rappahannock General Hospital, while Jim covered the county as the optometrist.

To Order

One Leaf In Time is available from the publisher at www.belleislebooks.com, from amazon.com,

bn.com and from fine booksellers. $15.95 plus shipping/handling.

Publicity Contact: brandylanepr@gmail.com 804.644.3090
Belle Isle Books, an imprint of Brandylane Publishers, Inc.
5 South First Street, Richmond, VA 23219



