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About the Author
Debbie and Dirk have been collaborating for the past forty-four years: � rst on their family, two sons who in turn each have two 
sons (one of whom is McKinley); then on building/remodeling projects as their family grew; and now on books for children. 
Debbie taught � rst grade for thirty-one years, while Dirk taught third grade, � � h grade, and adults. Since retiring, Deb and Dirk 
have been making the most of time spent with their family, their friends, and each other, while creating stories that children and 
the adults in their lives can enjoy. � e collaboration continues! 

About the Illustrator
Hello there. I’m Kelly Lane, an illustrator based in Texas. I graduated with a bachelor’s degree in � ne art drawing from Texas 
State University in 2006. I have taught for thirteen years in elementary education, from the tiny pre-k kids to the not-so-tiny third 
graders. � is has a� orded me a keen insight into the world of children and the innocent prism through which they view the world. 
Now I freelance out of my home studio, breathing life into imaginary worlds. I live in a cozy hobbit hole under tree and hill in San 
Antonio, Texas with my wife, two rambunctious boys, my Boston terrier Bobo, and a lazy bobtailed cat called Bobkitty.

It’s � nally Christmas Day, and McKinley can’t wait to open his presents. In fact, 
he’s so excited that he doesn’t care about anything else. He wants to open his presents 
NOW!

� at’s when Papa Dirk tells McKinley about the Present Pixies, Santa’s magical 
helpers who make sure you’re good even a� er Santa leaves your gi� s under the tree. 
If you’re not good on Christmas Day, they make your gi� s just go away!

Can the Present Pixies help McKinley remember to be good? Will McKinley save 
his presents and his family's Christmas?
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