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About the Author

By Edward J. Denecke

What Happens at School
When You’re Not There?

Do you want to know what janitors see 
when children are gone? Then listen to me. 

I’ll tell you right now what happens past three, 
when teachers go home and students run � ee . . .

Longtime elementary-school janitor Edward Denecke knows the 
secret of what unfolds in the magical hours between last and first bell. 

Now, he’s excited to share it in this imaginative story about the amazing 
visitors that turn schoolrooms topsy-turvy when nobody’s there to see it. 
Nobody, that is, except the night crew of custodians who are the guardians 
of this whimsical world.

Edward J. Denecke was born in the Chicago area in 1953, the fourth of twelve children. He loved his big 
family and devoted parents.
In 1977, he moved to Minneapolis to attend a bible college. There he met and married his wife, Marilyn. 

After graduating in 1981, they moved back to Illinois, where he spent seven years as a pastor. During those 
years, he and Marilyn had two daughters, Rebecca and Rachelle. 

In 1988, Edward and Marilyn decided they needed a change. And it became a big one. Ed took o�  his 
suit and tie and put on a janitor’s uniform. Though the transition was hard at � rst, he soon found his next 
calling. He wanted to be Mr. Ed, the school’s custodian! 


