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REAL LIFE JanitorTurnedChildren’s-Book-Author Reveals the Mysteries of  
What Happens in School After Hours  

 
Now Available on iBooks and Kindle 

 
Belle Isle Books, an imprint of Brandylane Publishers, Inc. of Richmond, Virginia is excited 
to announce publication of the electronic version of What Happens at School When You’re 
Not There?, a children’s title by Edward J. Denecke, now available on iBooks and Kindle. In 
this fun fantasy, the author—a beloved school janitor—brings to life a whimsical tale about 
what happens after classes end for the day. For nearly twenty years, Edward regaled the 
students at his school with wild stories about what happened after the final bell rang. Now, 
his long awaited story is available in electronic editions. 

 
What Happens at School When You’re Not There? is full of imagination. Bees unlock all of the 
doors; goldfish leave their tanks to have food fights, and the hallways and classrooms fill 
with birds, alligators, snakes, and more! The school custodians know about these nighttime 
visitors and clean up in the morning as if nothing happened. With colorful illustrations and 
crazy scenarios, this book is bound to capture any child’s attention. 

 
Edward J. Denecke was born in the Chicago area in 1953 and moved to Minneapolis, where 
he attended college and met his wife, Marilyn.  They moved back to Illinois, where Edward 
became a pastor and had two children. In 1988, deciding he needed a change, Denecke 
became a school custodian and found it was his next calling. When he took a day job in 
1994 working among the students, he began inventing stories to share with them. A mother 
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asked him to write a children’s book about what happened at school when the students 
went home and his imagination took flight. This book is the result.  

 
Brandylane Publishers, Inc. is an independent press located in Richmond, Virginia that has 
published fiction, nonfiction, children’s books and poetry since 1985.   
____________________________________________________________  
 
What Happens at School When You’re Not There? (Ebook, $5.99; Hardcover, 32 pages, $16.95 
retail) is available from fine booksellers, on iTunes and Kindle, online at Amazon, 
belleislebooks.com, and edwardjdenecke.com. Requests for review copies should be made 
to the publisher.  The author is available for interviews. 


