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Journey to Find Meaning of True Friendship in New Middle-Grade Novel
Belle Isle Books, an imprint of Brandylane Publishers, Inc. of Richmond, Virginia has announced the upcoming release of Vanished!, a fantastical story about a missing toy that sparks a quest to find the meaning of friendship. The new middle-grade novel is written by Papa V and illustrated by Lindsay Wallen. 
Looking under her bed for her vanished stuffed animal, Bear, Kristin finds a mysterious hole in the floor full of glowing light. Before she knows what’s happening, she’s falling into another world! She lands in West Wind, the place where all broken and unwanted toys live. And now, to find Bear, she must face explosions, magic teapots, forest mazes, flying furniture, and a building that loves to play Monopoly. Along the way she meets a cast of characters including Cymryn the Tinker, serendipitous Stanley the talking toy, and a wise teddy bear named Granther. As her time in West Wind runs out, Kristin finds that the stakes may be higher than she ever imagined.
Steven Vaitonis, who writes as Papa V, was born in Chicago, Illinois, and received a degree in biology from the University of Illinois. He lives in northern Illinois with his wife, Cindy. They have traveled throughout the United States and the world, have three grown daughters and five grandchildren. Mr. Vaitonis has worked for several non-profit organizations, and has spent more than thirty-five years working in research libraries for major healthcare companies. Now retired, he creates new characters and books for children and for adults who are children at heart.  Edison the Christmas Elf and the Imperfect Perfect Toy, published by Belle Isle Books in 2015, was his first book. Visit the author’s website at papavauthor.com. 
Lindsay Wallen was encouraged to draw by her grandfather, a Chicago artist. She studied art at college in Illinois and now lives in Arizona. Vanished! is her first children’s book.
Brandylane Publishers, Inc. is an independent press located in Richmond, Virginia, that has published books since 1985.
_____________________________________________
Vanished! (hardcover and paperback, 6 x 9”, 48 pages, paperback $15.95 / Hardcover $21.95 retail) will be available this fall from the publisher at belleislebooks.com, from amazon.com, bn.com, and from fine booksellers. 
Requests for review copies should be made to the publisher. Please contact the publisher to arrange an interview with the author.
